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“Know your place!” Mat 15:21-28 

“And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 

And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, 
“
Have 

mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a 

demon.” But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, 

saying, 
“
Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” He answered, 

“
I was sent only 

to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, 

“Lord, help me.” And he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and 

throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters' table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! 

Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.”  

 

Today for our meditations we have quite unusual event as described by Matthew. 

Jesus encounter with the Canaanite woman and their dialogue. It is unusual 

dialogue, confusing at the first sight. So we’ll look at this event and try to 

understand what was going on and what the Lord is telling us by including this 

event in His Gospel accounts. 

After His argument with Pharisees Jesus withdrew to the district of Tyre and 

Sidon. These were territories of Canaanites, historical enemies of Israel. They were 

one of nations which Israel was supposed to drive out the land, but never did. Thus 

their lifestyle and religious practices influenced Israel and led them to worship 

false gods and to embrace their fertility rites.  

Now Jesus and his disciples were near to these territories and this Canaanite 

woman came to them and begun to cry: “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 

David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.”  

Sure we are used to the language and sayings of the Bible, and what she said 

doesn’t sound strange to us.  O Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! We have 

read and heard these words so many times. We use them in our liturgy. “Have 

mercy, O Lord, have mercy, O Christ!”  

But do you know what she was saying? What is this Lord? What did it mean to call 

someone the Lord? We don’t see it in our Bibles, for English translation hides it, 

but in the ancient Hebrew everywhere in the Old Testament, where we have the 

Lord, in original it is written Yahweh, the holy name of God that He Himself 

revealed to humanity.  

Yahweh, Yahweh, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving 

iniquity and transgression and sin… (Ex. 34:6-7) That’s what His name means.  

http://www.pastorsblog.com.au/


Find more on www.PastorsBlog.com.au  2 

 

Israelites were afraid that they could accidentally misuse God’s holy name (2
nd

 

Commandment) so they chose not to use it at all, instead using ‘the Lord’. ‘The 

Lord’ and not God’s personal name Yahweh made its way into Greek translation of 

the Old Testament, and then into the New Testament.  

Therefore in many place in the New Testament, where we have ‘the Lord’, it refers 

to the same Yahweh who revealed Himself in mighty and merciful deeds as 

described in the Old Testament.  

Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to Corinthians: “No one can say “Jesus is Lord” 

except in the Holy Spirit.” (1Co 12:3) No one can say that Jesus is God Creator 

Yahweh, except in the Holy Spirit.  

Now this Canaanite woman addressed Jesus as the Lord. Also as the Son of David. 

Why the Son of David? Famous king David, who reigned 1000 years before Christ, 

still lived in memory of Israel as the symbol of righteous and just king.  

To this king David God Yahweh gave a promise about the future of Israel. We can 

read about it in the second book of Samuel, chapter seven. “When your days are 

fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after 

you… I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” (2Sa 7:12-16 ) 

This was the promised king of Israel, the one who will triumph over all enemies. 

The one who will establish eternal kingdom of peace and justice. The Son of 

David. This had been the hope of Israel for almost thousand years.  

What is so unusual in this situation, that it was this Canaanite woman who 

addressed Jesus this way. O Lord, O Son of David! Did she really knew who Jesus 

was and confessed it in the Holy Spirit, or she just used this language to get Jesus 

attention and finally, what she wanted for her daughter? Which of these it was?  

“But he did not answer her a word.” Jesus remained silent. After such an 

address. He didn’t react to what this woman said. Obviously she didn’t ask it just 

once. For even if Jesus remained silent, His disciples didn’t. 
“
Send her away, for 

she is crying out after us.”  

It seems from Matthew’s description that disciples expected Jesus to give her what 

she was asking for, otherwise Jesus next response doesn’t make sense. 
“
I was sent 

only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

Why did Jesus say this? For from the very beginning of His ministry, and Matthew 

emphasizes it a lot, Jesus was pretty clear that His ministry has universal 

importance. Wise men from East came and worshiped Him. Jesus was healing 

everyone who was brought to Him.  
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In similar situation Jesus healed the servant of the Roman centurion, and praised 

his faith. Few verses earlier Matthew described Jesus feeding 5000 and in a few 

verses, in this same chapter He will describe Jesus again feeding 4000.   

Why did He say that He was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel? There is no 

explanation in the text. There are many suggestions. May be wanted to test the 

faith of the Canaanite woman. Did she really believed what she said or, just used 

religious language? May be He said with an irony, simply reflecting understanding 

of His disciples, or Jews in general? We have no answer to this question.  

But then it gets even worse. “But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 

help me.” And he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and 

throw it to the dogs.”  

How about this kind of answer? The woman came and knelt before Him, begging 

for help, and … ‘It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 

dogs.’ What kind of answer is this? Sure, Israelites called those who worshipped 

false gods dogs. Here Jesus even used a little different word, which designates 

pets, doggies. Nevertheless…  

We can only speculate why Jesus decided to talk with this woman so harshly. 

Matthew doesn’t give us any explanation. But He describes how the situation 

unfolded. The woman just wouldn’t stop. She didn’t take ‘no’ for an answer.  

When Jesus said that this is not good to take children’s bread and give it to 

doggies, she agreed with what Jesus said. ‘Yes, Lord, I’m not even looking for 

what belongs to the children, I just know that doggies also eat from the crumbs that 

fall from their masters’ table. That all I need, that all.’ 

The faith of this woman keeps surprising. First, she addressed Jesus as if she truly 

knew who He was. The Lord Yahweh Himself coming to establish His eternal 

kingdom. Now she confirmed her understanding with these words.  

She acknowledged that Jesus as the Son of David is indeed the promised king of 

Israel, but her answer implies that she also understood that His reign has universal 

significance. For all nations, even for Canaanites.  

Her answer illustrates how well she has understood the riches of God’s mercy. 

When God lavishes His grace over us there is enough for everyone. It is not just for 

some. No, Jesus just feed 5000, and the disciples gathered 12 baskets from 

leftovers. There is no shortage with this God.  

Thus the woman kept pleading Jesus for mercy. ‘I know who you are. I know that 

you have come to your people first. And I know that I do not deserve, that I’m not 

worthy to ask anything. But I know how merciful you are, I know that your grace 
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has no limits. It is sufficient for everyone. I’m happy to receive only crumbs, that’s 

enough, that’s all I need.’  

Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as 

you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.” This is how Jesus Himself 

characterized the woman’s faith. Great is your faith. Great is your faith!  

So what does the Lord teach us through this event? At least two things. Something 

about faith and about proper attitude approaching our God.  

What did Jesus mean by ‘great is your faith?’ This is important for us. As 

Christians we would like to have a great faith. Did He praised her persistence? As 

if our faith could be characterized by how many times we keep asking for 

something.  

It wasn’t about her persistence, but about her understanding given by the Holy 

Spirit. The Canaanite woman understood who Jesus was. What did she saw before 

here? She saw this Jewish man, but she believed that He was God Yahweh, the Son 

of David, the promised Savior, who comes to pour out His love and mercy over all 

people.  

She understood who Jesus was, and she also understood that only in Jesus she has 

access to merciful God. She understood that there is no other place you can access 

God’s mercy but in Jesus. He is here for us: merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, forgiving… That’s what made this 

woman’s faith great.  

We often face situations in our lives, where circumstances are less than favorable 

for us. When we look at them, we may conclude that God is on vacations. That He 

has forgotten His responsibilities. 

Or, if He has not forgotten then it is even worse. Then He is the one who has 

permitted all these evil things to happen. Sickness. Loss. Problems in relationships, 

Unfaithfulness. Arguments. Where to go, where to run? You can’t run from God. 

Right? What to do if He is in charge and you can’t understand why He permits all 

this evil to happen?   

You run to God, who is gracious and merciful. Who has assured that He will be 

with you always, till the end of the age. Who has given His life so that you can 

live. You run to Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

He is merciful God, God of grace and compassion. Whose abounding love is 

enough for everyone. This is what makes our faith great. When we know who 

Jesus is and when we seek Him in all our needs.  
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Last thing. How to approach our God. It is interesting to see disciples reaction in 

this event. Sure, they were Jesus disciples. Sure they had been together with Him 

for a long time. They were, so to speak, insiders.  

When the Canaanite woman came, they even thought that they can command Jesus 

what to do. Send her away. Give her what she wants and then… send her away. 

How often do we consider that we are insiders with God?  

That we belong to His circle, that we can almost tell Him what to do. We and 

them… these others. For we are together with Him, right? He is one of us. He is 

our friend. No, He is God, and we are not.  

We tend to forget something this Canaanite woman reminds us so well. O Lord, 

have mercy of me! She knew she didn’t deserve Jesus help. Neither do we. Jesus 

didn’t owe her anything. As He doesn’t to us. She didn’t say, O Lord, as a non-

citizen I’m still entitled to receive medical care for my daughter, I know my rights, 

give me what belongs to me! No… Lord, have mercy! 

This woman reminded us what our attitude to God has to be. God doesn’t owe us 

anything. We owe Him everything. All that we receive from Him, we receive only 

thanks to His mercy and love towards us.  

He not only daily provides for our needs, He has laid down His life to reconcile us 

with Himself. To grant us forgiveness. And He has prepared for us something that 

human eye hasn’t seen. Something that our words can’t express.  

All of this He has done and does not because we deserve it, but because of who He 

is. Gracious and merciful God. Let us seek Him, let us approach Him in Jesus 

Christ, and let us always, always come before Him as this Canaanite woman did: 

“O Lord, have mercy on us!”  

Amen.  
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